Fermi LAT IFC Meeting of April 23, 2012

Actions Taken:

1. Action: The IFC approved the minutes from the Nov 4-5, 2011 IFC meeting.
2. Action: The IFC congratulates the entire LAT team on the ongoing near flawless operation of the LAT instrument and the outstanding performance of the FSSC and ISOC teams in making the LAT photon data promptly available in the public domain.
3. Action: The IFC expresses its appreciation to NASA for the excellent performance of the mission operations of the FGST observatory including the recent avoidance maneuver.
4. Action: The IFC was pleased that the Collaboration remains vibrant and very productive, with 32 scientific papers published since the last IFC meeting, and 176 since the start of the mission.   Of particular note was the discovery of many new pulsars, including several millisecond pulsars, and the measurement of the luminosity functions of different classes of Active Galactic Nuclei.
5. Action: The IFC thanks the NASA representatives to the IFC for the report on the outcome of the recent Senior Review of Operating Astrophysics missions and applauds the decision to recommend extension of operation of the Fermi mission, including the LAT, through 2014.  The IFC also recognizes that the full science potential of the LAT has not yet been realized and extension of the Fermi mission operations is important for achieving this. 
6. Action: The IFC thanks the DOE/HEP representative for continuing support for Fermi ISOC at SLAC, as well as participation in science data analysis, for the planned mission extension.
7. Action: The IFC noted the successful public release of Pass7, with improved detection for low energy photons below 300 MeV, as well as the release of the LAT Low Energy (LLE) capability. The IFC also noted LAT plans to do a complete reprocessing of the LAT data set with Pass7, which is due to start shortly.
8. Action: The IFC appreciates the significant progress that the LAT Collaboration has made on the research and development of Pass 8 as reported by Eric Charles, the LAT Analysis Coordinator and notes the important improvements in science reach Pass 8 will make possible.  The IFC looks forward to a progress report on end-to-end validation and implementation of Pass 8 at its next meeting.
9. Action: The IFC notes the outstanding leadership provided to the Fermi LAT science community by G. Tosti as the outgoing Physics Analysis Coordinator.
10. Action: The IFC took note of the current CY12 OCF budget versus spending and approved the CY12 OCF budget. 
11. Action: The next IFC meeting will be held on October 28th in conjunction with the Fermi Symposium in Monterey.




Action Items for the Fall 2012 Meeting:

1. Action: The Collaboration will present the proposed OCF budget proposal for CY13.
2. Action: The IFC would like to hear an update on the timetable and plans for data reprocessing as part of the implementation of Pass8 reconstruction.

